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G R A D E

6th–8th

T I M E

50–60 minutes

B R I E F  S Y N O P S I S

Students will learn the details of the collision that occurred between Japanese destroyer Amagiri and a U.S. patrol 

boat PT-109 during World War II’s battle for the Pacific in August 1943. PT-109 commander, Lt. John F. Kennedy, 

demonstrated selflessness, bravery and leadership to save his crewmates after their boat was destroyed. This lesson 

includes primary sources such as images from World War II, letters from Kennedy to his family and a document from 

the former commander of the Amagiri to President Kennedy. Students will analyze these primary sources to gain a 

deeper understanding of the PT-109 story and produce an original work to show their learning. 

L E S S O N  P L A N

P T- 1 0 9 :

H E R O I S M  A N D  L E A D E R S H I P

Lieutenant John F. Kennedy being awarded the Navy and Marine Corps Medal, June 11, 1944.

White House Photographs. John F. Kennedy Presidential Library and Museum, Boston.
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M A T E R I A L S

• Appendix A | Lt. John F. Kennedy’s Letters Home – August 12 & 29, 1943

• Appendix B | Cover Letter and Letter from Kohei Hanami – Former Commander of Amagiri Destroyer –  

  September 15, 1952

• Appendix C | Primary Source Analysis and Guiding Questions Handout  

B A C K G R O U N D  I N F O R M A T I O N

Before his career in politics, John F. Kennedy was a Navy lieutenant put in command of the U.S. patrol boat PT-

109 in the battle of the Pacific during World War II. In August 1943, while on patrol, a Japanese destroyer ship, 

the Amagiri, collided with the small patrol vessel, ripping it apart. Lt. Kennedy’s heroic actions of bravery and 

leadership gained worldwide attention following the War and helped bolster his career in politics. Articles linked in 

the instructions will help students gain insight into the events that unfolded in August 1943 and how this incident 

impacted various perspectives about John F. Kennedy.

 E S S E N T I A L  Q U E S T I O N S

1. How did John F. Kennedy show selfless leadership throughout the PT-109 boat incident?

2. How would this event and his actions play a role in his career in politics, especially as President of the United States?

3. 3. How was John F. Kennedy viewed by his men, the American people, and the former commander of the 

Japanese destroyer Amagiri?

L E A R N I N G  O B J E C T I V E S

1. Students will be able to make inferences, use evidence and synthesize information to support understanding and 

create new understanding. 

2. Students will be able to analyze information by applying chronology through sequencing, categorizing, 

identifying cause-and-effect relationships, comparing, contrasting, finding the main idea, summarizing, making 

generalizations and predictions, and drawing inferences and conclusions.    

3. Students will be able to organize and interpret information from outlines, reports, databases and visuals, 

including graphs, charts, timelines, and maps.

4. Students will be able to use questions generated about individuals and groups to analyze why they, and the 

developments they shaped, are seen as historically significant.

C U R R I C U L U M  S T A N D A R D S

TEKS | C3 standards

I N S T R U C T I O N S

1. Using the link below, students will read the PT-109 story from the Naval History and Heritage Command.

a. Naval History and Heritage Command - PT 109

2. Divide the class into three groups.

a. Assign one group Appendix A: Lt. Kennedy’s Letter’s Home, 

b. The second group will look at Appendix B: Cover Letter and Letter from Kohei Hanami – Former Commander of the 

Amagiri destroyer – September 15, 1952

c. The last group half will read the article using the link below.

i. John F. Kennedy’s Story of Survival | The New Yorker | June 17, 1944 

d. Give a copy of Appendix C: Primary Source Analysis and Guiding Questions to each group. This document will help 

students break down, analyze, and gain a better understanding of the primary source assigned to their group.

https://www.history.navy.mil/research/histories/ship-histories/danfs/p/pt-109.html
https://www.newyorker.com/magazine/1944/06/17/survival
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3. After each group has read through their document and completed Appendix E, provide time for each group to 

share out about the document. Use the points below as a guide for the information students will share. 

a. Briefly describe the document in 1-2 sentences.

b. Share the Basic Source Parts:

i. Who was the author / creator?

ii. Who was the receiver / reader?

iii. When was it from? 

c. Does the document mention specific people or events of the time? Who/what does it mention?

d. Optional: If this primary source was created today, what would be different about it? Same?

4. Students will have the choice of two writing prompts. 

a. Prompt 1: Students will put themselves in the shoes of one of Lt. Kennedy’s crewmates by writing a letter 

home from their perspective. Students should include the following in the letter:

i. At least one event from each day (7-8 events in total) – these can be found in the following links

1. Naval History and Heritage Command - PT 109  

2. John F. Kennedy and PT 109 | JFK Library

ii. Describe at least two-character traits displayed by Lt. Kennedy and specific actions that demonstrated these 

traits.

iii. Briefly describe how they view Kennedy as a potential political leader based on the character traits 

and actions displayed by their commander during this event.

b. Prompt 2: Using the details and information from one or both links below, students will write a letter of 

recommendation for Lt. John F. Kennedy describing his qualifications for the Navy and Marine Corps Medal as 

well as the Purple Heart. 

i. Naval History and Heritage Command - PT 109  

ii. John F. Kennedy and PT 109 | JFK Library

iii. Students should cite specific actions relating to the PT-109 – this information will come from the links above and 

all other primary sources in Appendices A and B. 

 

O P T I O N A L  A C T I V I T Y

This lesson may be extended beyond the recommended time and incorporate creativity to make original artwork. 

Students will create a visual representation of the PT-109 event in the style of a storyboard or comic book. 

Students should have a minimum of 7-8 frames – one for each day – but are free to create as many as they feel 

adequately tell the story. Including short captions and/or speech bubbles may be used to help readers better 

understand the events represented. 

Students may share their work in small groups or as a class if time allows. They can briefly discuss 2-3 frames of 

their work, why they chose that event and their artistic approach. 

S U P P L E M E N T A L  R E S O U R C E S

The links below can be used to provide more information on the PT-109 story and its impact on John F. Kennedy’s 

political career. 

• John F. Kennedy and PT 109 | JFK Library

• The Sixth Floor Museum Gallery Talk: PT-109 and the 1960 Campaign - YouTube

https://www.history.navy.mil/research/histories/ship-histories/danfs/p/pt-109.html
https://www.jfklibrary.org/learn/about-jfk/jfk-in-history/john-f-kennedy-and-pt-109
https://www.history.navy.mil/research/histories/ship-histories/danfs/p/pt-109.html
https://www.jfklibrary.org/learn/about-jfk/jfk-in-history/john-f-kennedy-and-pt-109
https://www.jfklibrary.org/learn/about-jfk/jfk-in-history/john-f-kennedy-and-pt-109
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=v2aZDHT3954
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T E X A S  E S S E N T I A L  K N O W L E D G E  A N D  S K I L L S  ( T E K S )

S O C I A L  S T U D I E S

6th Grade

§113.18 (b) (15) (A) identify and describe means of cultural diffusion such as trade, travel, and war.

§113.18 (b) (19) (C) organize and interpret information from outlines, reports, databases, and visuals, including 

graphs, charts, timelines, and maps.

7th Grade

§113.19 (b) (20) (A) analyze information by applying absolute and relative chronology through sequencing, 

categorizing, identifying cause-and-effect relationships, comparing, contrasting, finding the main idea, 

summarizing, making generalizations and predictions, and drawing inferences and conclusions.  

E N G L I S H  L A N G U A G E  A R T S  A N D  R E A D I N G

6th grade

§110.22 (b) (5) (D) create mental images to deepen understanding.

§110.22 (b) (5) (F) make inferences and use evidence to support understanding.

§110.22 (b) (5) (G) evaluate details read to determine key ideas.

7th Grade

§110.23 (b) (6) (E) interact with sources in meaningful ways such as notetaking, annotating, freewriting, or 

illustrating. 

§110.23 (b) (11) (A) compose literary texts such as personal narratives, fiction, and poetry using genre 

characteristics and craft. 

8th Grade

§110.24 (b) (5) (H) synthesize information to create new understanding. 

R E A D I N G

§110.25 (b) (4) (H) construct visual images based on text descriptions.

§110.25 (b) (5) (D) communicate information gained from reading. 

§110.25 (b) (7) (B) respond to text through discussion, journal writing, performance, and visual representation.  

A R T

§117.202 (c) (2) (A) create original artworks based on direct observations, original sources, personal experiences, 

and the community.  

§117.203 (b) (1) (D) understand and apply the expressive properties of artworks such as appropriation, meaning, 

narrative, message, and symbol using art vocabulary accurately.

§117.204 (b) (3) (B) analyze cultural ideas expressed in artworks relating to social, political, and environmental 

themes such as environment/nature, conflict and power, relationships to others, and reality/fantasy.
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C 3  F R A M E W O R K  F O R  S O C I A L  S T U D I E S

D2.Hist.3.6-8. Use questions generated about individuals and groups to analyze why they, and the developments 

they shaped, are seen as historically significant. 
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A P P E N D I X  A

John F. Kennedy’s Letter Home | August 12, 1943

Joseph P. Kennedy Personal Papers. Family Correspondence.

John F. Kennedy Presidential Library and Museum, Boston.
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A P P E N D I X  A  continued

Lt. John F. Kennedy’s Letter Home | August 29, 1943

Joseph P. Kennedy Personal Papers. Family Correspondence.

John F. Kennedy Presidential Library and Museum, Boston.
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A P P E N D I X  B

Cover Letter and Letter from Kohei Hanami, Former Commander of Amagiri Destroyer

 Papers of John F. Kennedy. Senate Files. 

John F. Kennedy Presidential Library and Museum, Boston. 
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A P P E N D I X  B

continued

 Papers of John F. Kennedy. Senate Files. 

John F. Kennedy Presidential Library and Museum, Boston. 
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A P P E N D I X  B

continued

 Papers of John F. Kennedy. Senate Files. 

John F. Kennedy Presidential Library and Museum, Boston. 
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A P P E N D I X  B

continued

Above: photograph of the Amagiri, the Japanese destroyer that collided 

with John F. Kennedy’s PT-109 boat. 

Left: photograph of Kohei Hanami, commander of the Amagiri, the 

Japanese destroyer that collided with John F. Kennedy’s PT-109 boat 

during World War II.

Photographer unknown. Papers of John F. Kennedy. Senate Files.

John F. Kennedy Presidential Library and Museum, Boston. 

Photographer unknown. Papers of John F. Kennedy. Senate Files.

John F. Kennedy Presidential Library and Museum, Boston. 
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A P P E N D I X  C

Primary Source Analysis and Guiding Questions

Use the questions below to guide your analysis of the primary source. 

M E E T I N G  A N D  G R E E T I N G  T H E  P R I M A R Y  S O U R C E

Type (check all that apply)

n Letter n Email n Press Release

n Chart n Patent n Presidential Document 

n Speech  n Advertisement n Congressional Document

n Report n Telegram n Identification Document

n Newspaper n Memorandum n Court Document 

n Other 

 

Write 2-3 sentences describing the document. Pretend the person you are explaining it to cannot see the 

document. (Think about characteristics like handwritten vs. typed, one or more than one author, stamps, markings, 

or anything unique about the document).

B A S I C  S O U R C E  P A R T S 

Complete the right side of the table for the primary source.

M A K I N G  S E N S E  O F  T H E  P R I M A R Y  S O U R C E

Write 1-2 sentences describing what this primary source is about.

Who was the intended audience of this primary source?

U S E  A S  H I S T O R I C A L  E V I D E N C E

What was happening during this time? Does the primary source mention and specific people or events 

of the period?

What other primary or secondary sources could be used to help you better understand this event or topic?

If someone made this primary source today, what would be different and the same? Why?

Who was the author / creator?

Who was the reader / receiver?

When was it from?

Where was it from?


